
 

SNACC Newsletter: August 2011 
 

Welcome to the newsletter for the Suburban Neighbourhood Adaptation for a Changing Climate 
(SNACC) Research Project.  The project is funded by EPSRC, under the Living with Environmental 
Change Programme (LWEC) and is part of the Adaptation and Resilience in a Changing Climate 
(ARCC) Coordination Network.  For further information on the aims of the project please click here: 

http://www.snacc-research.org/. 
 

Project Progress: 
 

The SNACC project was launched on 1st September 2009 and work on Phase 1, to enable the 
research, has been completed.  The team is currently progressing through Phases 2, 3 and 4 of the 
project undertaking data collection, modelling and testing. 
 

 
 

Case Study Selection, Data Collection and Modelling: 
 

The team is currently in the process of profiling evidence on costs and performance of options and 
developing the DECoRuM, VEP and hedonic modelling aspects of the study.  Case study locations 
have been selected in Bristol, Stockport and Oxford to cover the six suburban neighbourhood 
typologies identified through Work Package 3, from in Phase 1 of the project.  Five locations have 
been chosen with one area to be confirmed shortly, please see the table below for further details.  
The table of adaptation options has also been completed and will be available to view on our 

website: http://www.snacc-research.org/.  The team has continued to work closely with the Local 

Authority and stakeholder partners in checking, collaborating and refining the project.   
 

Phase 1: Enabling 
the research 

 

Phase 2: Data 
Collection 

Phase 3: Modelling 

 
Phase 4: Testing 

 
Phase 5: 

Determining findings 

 

WP1: Climate 
change scenarios 

WP2: Socio-cultural 
and governance 

change scenarios 
WP3: Typology of 

suburban 
neighbourhoods & 

adaptation 
packages 

WP4: Model of 
hedonic pricing 

WP5: DECoRuM 

and VEP 

WP6: Selecting case 
study neighbourhoods 
and devising baseline 

data for the case 
studies 

 

WP7: Modelling 
potential adaptation 
options for different 

climate change, socio-
cultural and 

governance change 

scenarios 

WP8: Testing 
adaptation packages 

for technical 
performance, 

practicality and 

acceptability 

WP9: Determining 
optimum adaptation 

packages 

 

SNACC Project Phases: 

http://www.snacc-research.org/
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Socio-
Economic and  

Community 
Capacity 
Criteria 

Type of Suburb 
Inner 

historic 
suburb 

 

Pre-war 
‘garden 

city’ 
type 

suburb 

‘Interwar 
period’ 
suburb 

 

Social 
housing 
suburb 

 

‘Car’ 
suburb 

Higher 
density urban 

extension/ 
Infill 

Medium-higher 
income, asset-rich 

& active 
community 

 North 
Oxford 

  Bramhall, 
Stockport 

 

Medium- higher 
income, asset-rich 

& 
absent/emerging 
community action 

  West 
Oxford 

   

Lower income & 
active community 

St 
Werburghs, 

Bristol 

  Cheadle, 
Stockport 

 

  

Lower income & 
absent/emerging 
community action 

     Filton,  
Bristol 

 
 
In Phase 4 of the project a programme of workshops, one set with local residents from the selected 
neighbourhoods and one set with selected stakeholders from each local authority area, will be 
undertaken in each of the case study areas.  This phase of the work will be undertaken in the 
autumn.  As an output of Work Package 6 the team has developed the detailed format for the 
resident workshops and are currently finalising the stakeholder workshop design, prior to running a 
pilot to test the research methodology.  The team is currently applying for ethics approval for the 
resident and stakeholder workshop fieldwork.   
 
The fieldwork will allow the team to test the identified adaptation packages, in relation to suburban 
homes and neighbourhoods, for technical performance, practicality and acceptability.  The outcome 
of Phases 1 to 4 will then allow the team to determine optimum adaptation packages and to identify 
the reasons behind residents and stakeholders action and inaction in relation to different adaptation 
options.  

 

Dissemination: 
 

Throughout the project the SNACC team has sought to maintain a strong engagement and 
dissemination programme.  A selection of project activities and outputs are detailed below. 

 



 

Conferences and Events  
 

The SNACC team has recently presented and are scheduled to present SNACC findings at the 
following events: 
 

 Professor Katie Williams presented ‘What does an adapted neighbourhood look like?’ to the 
Local Government Group Roundtable (February 2011)  

 

 Professor Katie Williams presented ‘In Suburbia: the Challenge of Adapting Homes, 
Gardens and Neighbourhoods’ at the EPSRC/UKCIP Adapting our Built Environment: 
ARCC Contributions and Challenges Conference (April 2011) 
 

 Professor Glen Bramley presented at the ARCC Coordination Network: Meeting with 
Scottish Government in Edinburgh (June 2011) 

 

 Professor Rajat Gupta presented a peer-reviewed paper ‘Suburban neighbourhood 
adaptation for a changing climate: developing climate change scenarios for suburbs’ at the 
PLEA 2011 Architecture and Sustainable Development: 27th International Conference 
on Passive and Low Energy Architecture (July 2011) 

 

Forthcoming: 
 

 Dr Jennifer Joynt will present ‘Adapting the UK’s suburbs for climate change: 
Conceptualising the challenge’, Dr Nada Bates-Brkljac will present ‘Issues in developing 
computer visualisation for the communication of climate change adaptations of suburban 
neighbourhoods: The SNACC Project’ at the 2011 UK/Ireland Planning Research 
Conference: Planning Resilient Communities in Challenging Times in Birmingham 
(September 2011).  Web link: http://www.curs.bham.ac.uk/planning-research-conference-
2011/ 

 

 Professor Katie Williams is presenting at the Climate Change Leaders Event Low Carbon 
Urbanism: Resilience, vulnerability and justice at Birmingham University (October 2011) 

 

Website 
 

The SNACC website has been moved and updated to contain more project information.  To view 

the improved site, please click here: http://www.snacc-research.org/.   
 
An article on SNACC and Safeguarding suburbia from a changing climate is also currently featured 
on the EPSRC Living with Environmental Change (LWEC) website: 
http://www.lwec.org.uk/node/536 
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Journal articles 
 

 Gupta, R and Gregg, M (2011) Adapting UK suburban neighbourhoods and dwellings for a 
changing climate, Advances in Building Energy Research Journal, 5: 1, 81-108. 

 

 Williams, K (2011) Climate Proofing the UK’s Suburbs, Project, Journal of the Department of 
Planning and Architecture, University of the West of England, 60-64.  

 

 Williams, K. Joynt, JLR and Hopkins, D (2010) ‘Climate change and the compact city: the 
challenge of adapting suburbs’, Built Environment, 36 (1), 105-115. 
 

Submitted: 
 

 Williams, K. Joynt, JLR and Payne, C. (2011) ‘Adapting the UK’s Suburbs for Climate 
Change: identifying the risks and potential adaptation and mitigation options’, Buildings and 
Environment, Special Issue 

 

Book chapters 
 

 Gupta, R. and Gregg, M (forthcoming in 2011) ‘Adapting existing homes to climate change’ 
in Smith, S (Ed.) The International Encyclopaedia of Housing and Home. Elsevier.   

 

Reports 
 

The SNACC team is contributing a report to the RETROFIT 2050 project, which focuses on re-
engineering the city 2020-2050: Urban Foresight and Transition Management, funded under the 
EPSRC Sustainable Environment Programme.  Web link: http://www.retrofit2050.org.uk/. 

 

Working papers 
 

The SNACC team is also currently producing a number of working paper.  For an up to date list of 
project outputs, please click here: http://www.snacc-research.org/ (under Dissemination). 

 
Next Advisory Group Meeting:  
 

The next SNACC advisory group meeting is scheduled for May 2012.  If you wish to attend then 
please indicate your availability, please see link to doodle poll: http://doodle.com/8krftz4q6t3afp7p 
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